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Sister Cities International recognizes that U.S. communities may have differing views of laws, policies, or 

practices in other countries which they believe may run against moral, ethical, or legal codes to which 

they ascribe. While every citizen should feel free to express their own opinions in keeping with his or her 

own conscience, the suspension of a sister city relationship due to disagreement over a government 

policy or practice can be counterproductive and contrary to the stated mission of sister city relationships 

promoting “peace through mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation—one individual, one 

community at a time.” Suspending sister city relationships closes a channel of communication through 

which meaningful dialogue may be held. Our policy is to encourage our members and U.S. communities 

to keep their sister city relationships active, especially when political issues threaten to disrupt the 

positive, constructive relationships that have been made. 


